2020-2021 Learning Pathways Guide
Northern Lights Public Schools
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Welcome Back
On behalf of the Northern Lights Public Schools Board of Trustees, I would
like to thank all of our students, parents and staff for their patience,
understanding and support over the last few months.
While we share some of the same reservations that many of you have about
students going back to school during a pandemic, we know that the academic,
social and mental health needs of many of our students are best met by being
in our classrooms. The survey responses we received from students told us
they are missing the routine of school, seeing their friends, and
connecting with school staff.
The safety of our students and staff will be our
primary focus as they return to school in
September. This will include implementing the
recommendations to reduce the spread of
COVID-19 in our schools.
We will also continue to work toward our division
priority of improving student mental health and
wellness, with an emphasis on addressing the
impacts COVID-19 has had on students’ mental
health.
The Board remains committed to working collaboratively with all of our
stakeholders and providing opportunities for engagement whenever possible.
We hope to connect with you throughout the year via email, social media,
surveys, and hopefully in person when circumstances allow.
Arlene Hrynyk
Board Chair
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Learning Pathways
Alberta Education announced in July that all
schools in Alberta will be operating in Scenario 1 at
the start of the 2020-2021 school year. That means
students will return to school with some health
restrictions put in place to reduce the spread of
COVID-19.
In response to parents concerned about sending
their children to school during a pandemic,
Northern Lights has developed Learning Together
Anywhere, a teacher-directed, at-home learning
pathway for families for students in Kindergarten
to Grade 9. High school students are advised to
contact their local outreach school to discuss the
development of an appropriate learning plan.

Learning Together on Location
In-person classes at a school with a teacher. Some health
restrictions will be in place and schools may be directed to move to
a blended learning or online learning model during the year
depending on the progress of the pandemic.

Learning Together Anywhere
At-home teacher-directed blended learning program with
assistance from parents. This will be different than the blended
learning that may take place in Scenario 2 for students who
originally chose to learn in a classroom.

In addition, NLPS parents also have the option to
participate in home education, independent of, or
in partnership with an NLPS school.

Learning Independently
For all three options, programming will be provided
in accordance with Alberta Education
requirements including hours of instruction,
expected learning outcomes, and assessment.

A Home Education program is available in partnership with a
Northern Lights school. This option is for parents who decide to
retain responsibility for educating their child.
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Learning Together on Location
Day-to-day routines in schools will be
changing to align with the Guidance for
School Re-Entry - Scenario 1 document
provided by Alberta Education. Those
guidelines may be updated, and the
division’s plan will be adjusted accordingly.
Northern Lights will also be prepared to
move to Scenario 2 or 3 if directed to do so
by Alberta Education, as outlined in the
2020-2021 School Re-Entry Plan.
It is our goal to successfully implement the
health measures as directed by Alberta
Education, Alberta Health and the Chief
Medical Ofﬁcer of Health, and to provide
the best possible learning environment
and opportunities for students during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The next few pages outline some of the
actions we are taking to help keep
students, staff and families safe and
healthy during the 2020-21 school year.
More detail is included in our NLPS
Learning Together Safely School Re-Entry
Plan.

Scenario 1 Health and Safety Protocols

Staggered Entry
●

NLPS will implement a staggered entry for the 2020-2021 school year to
help school staff orient students to the safety measures in place at schools.

●

50% of students will start school on Tuesday,
September 1. Those students will not attend
On Wednesday, September 2.

●

The other 50% of students will start school on
Wednesday, September 2.

●

All students in grades 1-12 will attend together
on Thursday, September 3.

●

Staggered entry for Kindergarten students will take place as originally
scheduled, with 50% attending on Thursday, September 3, and the other
50% attending on Friday, September 4. All Kindergarten students attend
together on Tuesday, September 8.

●

Schools will contact parents/students to conﬁrm their start date.
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Learning Together on Location

Scenario 1 Health and Safety Protocols

Stay Home When Sick
●

All staff, students and visitors must complete a
Daily Screening Questionnaire before coming to
school. If you Answer Yes to any of the questions,
do not come to school.

●

Students who develop symptoms
while at school will be asked to wear
a mask and will be isolated from other
students. Parents/guardians will be
called to pick up the student
immediately.

●

All pre-existing illness or health
conditions must be reported to your
child’s school prior to the start of the
school year. If a student with a
pre-existing illness is exhibiting
Symptoms, they will be required to stay home until
they are tested and receive a negative test result.

●

●

●

You are legally required to isolate for a minimum
of 10 days if you have symptoms not related to a
pre-existing illness or health condition. The
mandatory isolation period is 10 days from the
start of symptoms, or until symptoms
resolve, whichever takes longer.
● If you test negative for COVID-19 and
have no known exposure to the virus, you
are not legally required to isolate. Unless
you have a pre-existing illness or health
condition, you will be required to be
symptom free before returning to a school
building.
● If you test negative for COVID-19 and
have known exposure to COVID-19, you
are legally required to isolate for 14 days.
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Learning Together on Location
Hand Hygiene
●

All staff, students and visitors will be required
to perform hand hygiene when entering and
exiting schools.

●

Hand sanitizing stations
will be placed at all
entrances and exits,
classroom entrances and
around high-touch
equipment.

●

●

Hand washing and hand
hygiene signs will be
posted in several
locations in schools.
Proper hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
will be promoted with students.

Scenario 1 Health and Safety Protocols

Masks
●

All staff and students in grades 4-12 are
required to wear masks in common areas such
as hallways, buses and areas where physical
distancing cannot be maintained. Masks can be
removed in classrooms if physical distancing
can be achieved.

●

Exemptions will be
made for individuals
who are unable to
wear masks due to
medical needs. for

●

Mask use is optional
for students in Kindergarten to Grade 3.

●

It is strongly recommended that ALL students
wear a mask when on a school bus.

Watch a video on how to wash your hands: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjrKDx6S4rk&feature=emb_logo
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Learning Together on Location
Cleaning

No Sharing

●

All schools will be thoroughly cleaned
prior to re-entry.

●

Area rugs and soft furnishings that
cannot be easily cleaned and disinfected
will be removed.

●

In addition to the division’s regular
cleaning protocols, high contact areas will
be wiped down regularly. This includes
water fountains, washrooms, shared
equipment, and commonly used areas.

●

Scenario 1 Health and Safety Protocols

●

Disinfectants will be provided by the
NLPS Maintenance Department. Parents
do not need to send cleaning products to
school with their children.
●

Students should avoid sharing personal items such
as clothing, technology, supplies and food.
●

Use of shared items or
equipment will be avoided
where possible. Equipment
that must be shared will be
cleaned and disinfected after
each use, or users will
perform hand hygiene before
and after each use.

●

There will be no shared meals
or snacks in classrooms and
no common food items such
as ketchup, salt and pepper,
etc.

Arrangements will be made for storage of personal
items.
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Learning Together on Location

Scenario 1 Health and Safety Protocols

Physical Distancing
●

Physical distancing (2 metre spacing) will be utilized in schools whenever and wherever possible. If 2 metres cannot
be arranged between desks/tables in a classroom, students will be arranged so they are not facing each other.

●

In situations where physical distancing is not possible (buses, some classroom or sporting activities), extra emphasis
will be placed on use of masks, hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, not participating when sick, and cleaning and
disinfecting.

●

Schools will develop procedures to support physical
distancing. This may include strategies to maximize
physical distancing such as:
○
Adjustments to drop-off and pick-up times and locations
○
Staggering times for the start and end of classes, recess,
lunch and other activities
○
Signage for movement in hallways and common areas
○
Restrictions on occupancy in certain areas ie/ washrooms
○
Encouraging the use of outdoor spaces for activities

●

Cohorting

School assemblies and large gatherings will be avoided.

What does 2 metres look like?: https://youtu.be/NMwEDi9-kOk

●

A cohort is a group of students and staff who
remain together. Cohorts help reduce the
limit of exposure and help with contact
tracing.

●

Schools will determine how best to create
cohort groups in a school, including recess
and break cohorts.

●

Physical distancing will be maintained
whenever possible, even in cohort groups.
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Learning Together on Location

Scenario 1 Health and Safety Protocols

Transportation
●

Students in grades 4-12 are required to wear
masks on buses. Students in Kindergarten to
Grade 3 are strongly encourage to wear a mask on
buses.

●

Students will be assigned seats. Students who live
in the same household should be seated together.

●

Procedures will be developed for unloading,
loading and transfers to support physical
distancing.

●

If a student becomes symptomatic during the bus
trip, they will be given a mask to wear and the
driver will contact the school to make
arrangements for the student to be picked up.

●

There will be increased cleaning and disinfecting of
high-touch surfaces prior to each bus run.
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At-School or At-Home?
Not sure if you want to send your child to
school or have them learn at home with our
Learning Together Anywhere program?
The next few pages will outline our Learning
Together on Location and Learning Together
Anywhere options to help you decide what
will work best for your children and your
family.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

Overview

Overview

Students report daily to their
school during established school
hours and engage in face-to-face
instruction according to the
NLPS 2020-2021 School
Calendar.

Students remain at home or the
site of their choosing during
established school hours and
engage in two-way, real-time live
virtual instruction, and
teacher-directed lessons and
activities according to the NLPS
2020-2021 School Calendar.

Curriculum

Curriculum

Relevant programs of study will
be followed based on student
grade and/or achievement.
Electives
Students will continue to have
access to appropriate elective
courses.

Relevant programs of study will
be followed based on student
grade and/or achievement.
Electives
Some electives may require
students to fulﬁll in-person
course requirements. The
teacher would designate the date
and time for hands-on activities
as appropriate.
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LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

Daily/Weekly Time Required

Daily/Weekly Time Required

Technology Requirements

Technology Requirements

As per the NLPS 2020-2021
School Calendar, students attend
school for 180 days with 5 hours
and 23 minutes of instruction per
day for a total of 969 hours per
year (Grades 1-9).

Students will be required to
receive the same amount of
instruction as in-person classes,
but more ﬂexibility will be
offered in how instruction is
accessed.

Students in Grades 10-12
receive 5 hours and 40 minutes
of instruction per day for a total
of 1,020 hours per year.

Some instruction/lessons will be
synchronous with students
required to participate in a
virtual class with other students
and their teacher at speciﬁc
times.

This will remain the same
regardless of which scenario we
are operating under. If we switch
to Scenario 2, the hours of
instruction, assignments and
assessments will be similar to
what is offered in in-person
classes.

Other classes/lessons will be
asynchronous - recorded for
students to access on demand.
For certain courses, or to
complete some assessments,
students may be required to
come to school.

Scenario 1 - A device may be
required to complete some
assignments at home. In the
event a student is required to
self-isolate or quarantine,
teachers will work with parents
to determine what options are
available for that student to
participate in learning.
Scenario 2 or 3 - Each student
will need access to their own
device to participate fully in the
learning opportunities being
provided. Reliable internet will
be required, particularly if
multiple children will be
accessing programming
simultaneously.
NLPS may be able to assist
families with technology, but may
not be able to accommodate all
requests.

Each student will need a device
(Chromebook or computer) they
can use during the day.
Families with more than one
child will need to ensure each
child has a device they can access
(not share).
Reliable internet will be required,
particularly if multiple children
will be accessing programming
simultaneously.
NLPS may be able to assist
families with their technology
needs, but may not be able to
accommodate all requests.
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LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

Technology Platform

Technology Platform

Google Classroom

Google Classroom

Parent Support

Parent Support

Daily screening for symptoms
and help with changes to routine
due to COVID-19.

Parental assistance may be
needed to supervise students
and assist with assignments. The
level of involvement will vary
depending on the age, grade level
and individual needs of the
student.

A switch to Scenario 2 or 3 will
require parents to assist children
with learning from home,
particularly younger students.
In Scenario 2 or 3, parents will be
expected to assist and support
students in using the technology
required to participate.

Parents will need to commit to
ongoing, timely communication
with the teacher to ensure
programming outcomes are
being met.
Parents will be expected to assist
and support students in using the
technology required to
participate.
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LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

Resources and Supports

Resources and Supports

Assessment

Assessment

NLPS assessment policies will be
followed, including regular and
appropriate classroom and
division curricular assessments.
Teachers will continue to outline
and utilize effective assessment
practices.

NLPS assessment policies will be
followed, including regular and
appropriate classroom and
division curricular assessments.
Teachers will continue to outline
and utilize effective assessment
practices.

In Scenario 2 or 3, student
assessments may be adjusted
and may require students to
attend school in person, as
appropriate, to complete speciﬁc
assessments throughout the
school year.

Assessments declared
mandatory by Alberta Education,
including provincial achievement
and diploma exams will be
required.

In Scenario 1, all supports and
resources students would
normally receive will be in place
including access to Student
Advocacy Counsellors and
student learning supports
(Educational Assistants,
Occupational Therapy and
Speech Language Pathology).
These services may operate
slightly differently due to
COVID-19 restrictions.

Arrangements will be made to
ensure students have resources
they need to complete work (ie
textbooks).
Students who receive specialized
services such as inclusive
education support, ESL, or
counselling may continue to
receive access to support
services, though they may look
different than previous in-person
opportunities.
Resources, accommodations,
and/or modiﬁcations to support
students with disabilities will be
provided when appropriate and
where possible.

Assessments declared
mandatory by Alberta Education,
including provincial achievement
and diploma exams will be
required.
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LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

Length of Commitment

Length of Commitment

Attendance

Attendance

In order to provide optimal
planning time, and adjust stafﬁng
accordingly,please complete our
Intent to Participate Form no
later than August 26th.

Daily attendance continues to be
in place. Parents are required to
report absences to their child’s
school directly or through School
Messenger.

Daily attendance will be taken at
scheduled times. A student will
be counted as absent if they
don’t have documented
engagement during designated
synchronous learning times.

Students who select Learning
Together Anywhere as their
learning option should remain
until the end of a grading period.
Any potential changes will
require consultation with
administration.

Students who are required to
self-isolate or quarantine will
advise the school to ensure the
absence is recorded
appropriately.

In order to provide optimal
planning time, it is preferred if
parents register their child at
their desired school prior to
August 26th if they are not
already registered.
If circumstances change, and
parents wish to reconsider their
learning choice, they are
encouraged to consult with
school administration in order to
determine how to best support
the individual child.
Transportation
Available for students that have
registered for transportation.

Transportation
May be available as determined
based on the individual
programming needs of the child.

Parents may continue to report
absences using School
Messenger.

Extra-Curricular

Extra-Curricular

All programs will be conducted
as per the recommendations
from the Chief Medical Ofﬁcer of
Health.

All programs will be conducted
as per the recommendations
from the Chief Medical Ofﬁcer of
Health.
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE Kindergarten

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION
8:30 a.m. - 8:40 am.
Daily Welcome - attendance, and
morning announcements.
8:40 a.m. - 10:18 a.m.
MORNING WITH TEACHER

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE
8:30 a.m. - 8:40 am.
Daily Welcome - attendance,
and morning announcements.
8:40 a.m. - 10:18 a.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

11:34 a.m. - 12:25 p.m.
Lunch and Recess

11:34 a.m. - 12:25 p.m.
Lunch and Recess

12:25 - 1:56 p.m.
Afternoon with EA

MORNING WITH TEACHER

Recess

Play Based Learning

1:56-2:09 p.m.
Recess

10:18-10:31 a.m.

12:25 - 1:56 p.m.

1:56-2:09 p.m.
Recess

2:09-3:20 p.m.

2:09-3:20 p.m.

Developmental Centers/ Play-Based
Learning

Developmental Centers/Play-Based
Learning

10:18-10:31 a.m.
Recess

10:31-11:34 a.m.
MORNING WITH TEACHER

10:31-11:34 a.m.
MORNING WITH TEACHER

LEGEND
Two-way, real-time/live, virtual instruction (Red)
Independent Learning Activities (Purple)
Denotes Pre-recorded video instruction
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE Grades 1-3

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION
8:30 a.m. - 8:40 am.
Daily Welcome - attendance, and
morning announcements.
8:40 a.m. - 10:18 a.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE
8:30 a.m. - 8:40 am.
Daily Welcome - attendance,
and morning announcements.
8:40 a.m. - 10:18 a.m.

READING
Interactive Read Aloud
Reading Workshop
●
Mini Lesson
●
Independent Reading
WRITING
Interactive Writing
Writing Workshop
●
Mini Lesson
●
Independent Writing
10:18-10:31 a.m.

READING
Interactive Read Aloud
Reading Workshop
●
Mini Lesson
●
Independent Reading
WRITING
Interactive Writing
Writing Workshop
●
Mini Lesson
●
Independent Writing
10:18-10:31 a.m.

Recess

Recess
10:31-11:34 a.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE

11:34 a.m. - 12:25 p.m.
Lunch and Recess

11:34 a.m. - 12:25 p.m.
Lunch and Recess

12:25 - 1:56 p.m.
Science Inquiry

12:25 - 1:56 p.m.
Science Inquiry

1:56-2:09 p.m.
Recess

1:56-2:09 p.m.
Recess

2:09-3:20 p.m.

2:09-3:20 p.m.

LARGE GROUP ROTATION
●
Phys Ed
●
Art
●
Music

LARGE GROUP ROTATION
●
Phys Ed
●
Art
●
Music

10:31-11:34 a.m.

MATH
Number Talks/Fact Fluency
Math Lesson
●
Independent Practice

MATH
Number Talks/Fact Fluency
Math Lesson
●
Independent Practice

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

LEGEND
Two-way, real-time/live, virtual instruction (Red)
Independent Learning Activities (Purple)
Denotes Pre-recorded video instruction
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE Grades 4-6

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION
8:25-8:30 a.m.
Daily Welcome - attendance, and
morning announcements.
8:31-9:07 a.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE
8:25-8:30 a.m.
Daily Welcome - attendance,
and morning announcements.
8:31-9:07 a.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION
10:32-11:45 a.m.
SCIENCE
Science Lesson/Lab
11:46 a.m. - 12:22 p.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE
10:32-11:45 a.m.
SCIENCE
Science Lesson/Lab
11:46 a.m. - 12:22 p.m.

READING
Interactive Read Aloud
Independent Reading

READING
Interactive Read Aloud
Independent Reading

SOCIAL STUDIES
Interactive Lesson
Independent Project

SOCIAL STUDIES
Interactive Lesson
Independent Project

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

9:08-9:44 a.m.

9:08-9:44 a.m.

WRITING
Writing Lesson
Independent Writing

WRITING
Writing Lesson
Independent Writing

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

9:45-10:21 a.m.

9:45-10:21 a.m.

MATH
Number Talks/Fact Fluency
Math Lesson
Independent Practice

MATH
Number Talks/Fact Fluency
Math Lesson
Independent Practice

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

10:21-10:31 a.m.
Recess/Health Break

10:21-10:31 a.m.
Recess/Health Break

12:22 - 1:12 p.m.
Recess/Lunch

1:56-2:09 p.m.
Recess/Lunch

1:12-3:08 p.m.

2:09-3:20 p.m.

LARGE GROUP ROTATION
●
Phys Ed
●
Art
●
Music

LARGE GROUP ROTATION
●
Phys Ed
●
Art
●
Music

LEGEND
Two-way, real-time/live, virtual instruction (Red)
Independent Learning Activities (Purple)
Denotes Pre-recorded video instruction
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE Grades 7-9

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION
8:25-8:30 a.m.
Daily Welcome - attendance, and
morning announcements.
8:31-9:07 a.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE
8:25-8:30 a.m.
Daily Welcome - attendance,
and morning announcements.
8:31-9:07 a.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ON LOCATION
10:32-11:45 a.m.
SCIENCE
Science Lesson/Lab
11:46 a.m. - 12:22 p.m.

LEARNING TOGETHER
ANYWHERE
10:32-11:45 a.m.
SCIENCE
Science Lesson/Lab
11:46 a.m. - 12:22 p.m.

READING
Interactive Read Aloud
Independent Reading

READING
Interactive Read Aloud
Independent Reading

SOCIAL STUDIES
Interactive Lesson
Independent Project

SOCIAL STUDIES
Interactive Lesson
Independent Project

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

9:08-9:44 a.m.

9:08-9:44 a.m.

WRITING
Writing Lesson
Independent Writing

WRITING
Writing Lesson
Independent Writing

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

9:45-10:21 a.m.

9:45-10:21 a.m.

MATH
Number Talks/Fact Fluency
Math Lesson
Independent Practice

MATH
Number Talks/Fact Fluency
Math Lesson
Independent Practice

(Teacher working with small groups)

(Teacher working with small groups)

10:21-10:31 a.m.
Recess/Health Break

10:21-10:31 a.m.
Recess/Health Break

12:22 - 1:12 p.m.
Recess/Lunch

1:56-2:09 p.m.
Recess/Lunch

1:12-3:08 p.m.

2:09-3:20 p.m.

LARGE GROUP ROTATION
●
Phys Ed
●
Art
●
Music

LARGE GROUP ROTATION
●
Phys Ed
●
Art
●
Music

LEGEND
Two-way, real-time/live, virtual instruction (Red)
Independent Learning Activities (Purple)
Denotes Pre-recorded video instruction
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High School Programming
Flexible, individualized programming
options are already available to
NLPS high school students through
our Northern Lights Outreach
Schools.
High school students who do not
want to return to in-person classes
are advised to contact their local
outreach school to discuss the
development of an appropriate
learning plan.

Northern Lights Outreach Schools
Bonnyville Outreach School

Cold Lake Outreach School

780-826-3111

780-594-6885

Lac La Biche Outreach School

Crossroads Outreach School

780-623-2658

(Buffalo Lake)
780-689-3965

Journeys Learning Academy
(Kikino)
780-639-9595
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At-Home or Home Education?
For parents who would prefer to have their children remain at home for the 2020-2021 school year, it is important to understand the difference
between our Learning Together Anywhere program and Learning Independently as part of a Home Education program in partnership with NLPS.

Learning Together Anywhere
●

●

Teacher-Directed - The teacher is
responsible for creating lesson plans,
delivering instruction and assessing
student learning.
Students participate in learning
opportunities with other students.

Parents support their children to
complete assignments and exams and
use the technology required to
participate.
Families can access support services for
their students.

●

●

Learning Independently
●

Parents create lesson plans, choose
the format of instruction,
assignments and exams, and take
on the role of providing it.

●

●

Parents may connect with other
families for group learning
experiences.
The host school may be able to
provide textbooks, library or
supplemental support for students.
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Home Education
●

●

(in partnership with NLPS)

Parents are responsible for developing a learning
plan that meets the Alberta Program of Studies
outcomes. This plan includes timelines, course
selection and reporting standards.
NLPS receives a nominal yearly grant for students
who pursue Home Education in partnership with
a division school. This is signiﬁcantly lower than
the grant received for students enrolled at one of
our schools and may not cover all of the expenses
associated with the student’s planned program.

●

Sometimes schools can provide textbooks or
other resources. This is arranged on an individual
basis and may involve additional costs.

●

Families receive two visits by a certiﬁcated
teacher during the year to review their plans and
evaluation ﬁles.

●

Two evaluations of student progress are done
during the school year.

●

Students in grades 6 and 9 are expected to write
the provincial achievement tests. High school
students are expected to write Provincial
Diploma Exams.

●

Hours of instruction are based on 200 school days
per year which is approximately 6 hours per day
for a total of 900 hours per year. Each 5-credit
high school course will take a minimum of 125
study hours.

More information about Home Education is available at: nlpsab.ca/programs/home-education
and in the Alberta Education Home Education Handbook.
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Selection of Learning Option
Learning Together on Location

Learning Together Anywhere

If you intend for your child to return to in-person classes, and you
are already registered with NLPS, you do not need to re-register.

If you would like to participate in our Learning Together
Anywhere program, please complete our Intent to Participate
Form. We will contact you to conﬁrm program details. We ask
that you complete this as soon as possible, and no later than
September 3. so we can sure the appropriate resources are
allocated to this program.

The week before school starts, you will receive notiﬁcation that
there is a 2020-2021 Student Update and Veriﬁcation Form for
you to complete in School Engage. Please complete and submit
this as soon as possible so we can ensure we have your
up-to-date contact information.

The week before school starts, you will receive notiﬁcation that
there is a 2020-2021 Student Update and Veriﬁcation Form for
you to complete in School Engage. Please complete and submit
this as soon as possible so we can ensure we have your
up-to-date contact information.

Home Education
Parents who wish to participate in Home Education in partnership with NLPS are required to complete the Home Education
Regulation Notiﬁcation Form. This should be done as soon as possible to ensure appropriate resources are in place.
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Communication and Updates
Northern Lights will continue to provide regular updates
to parents using School Messenger. If you are not
receiving our emails, please contact us to make sure your
email address is up-to-date. You can also access your
messages by downloading the School Messenger App or
creating an account at go.schoolmessenger.ca. Make sure
you use the same email address that you have provided to
your child’s school when you set up your account.
Full instructions on how to use all of the features in School
Messenger are included in our School Messenger - Parent
Guide.
We welcome questions and feedback from parents.
Questions can be submitted via email to
communications@nlsd.ab.ca or on our Northern Lights
Public Schools Questions and Answers Facebook group.
Regular updates are also posted on our website, nlpsab.ca
and on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/nlpsab/
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Other Resources
Here are some resources that may help answer some of your questions.

NLPS Resources

Alberta Government Resources

●

NLPS Re-Entry Plan

●

COVID-19 Info for Albertans

●

Registration

●

Alberta K-12 Re-Entry Information

●

Preschool

●

Isolation Requirements

●

Kindergarten

●

Coronavirus Frequently Asked Questions

●

Out of School Care

●

Guidance for playgrounds

●

Transportation

●

Guidance for outdoor ﬁtness

●

2020-2021 School Calendar

●

Guidance for sport, physical activity and recreation

●

Mental Health Resources

●

Guidance for Licensed Child Care Centres (Daycares
and Out-of-School Care)

●

Guidance for Preschools
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