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Veterans to receive crosses made in Mobile Trades Lab
(Bonnyville, Alberta – December 8, 2016) When
Martin Hassan found out the Northern Lights Mobile
Trades Lab would be in Bonnyville this Fall, he was
excited about having the opportunity to further
hone his welding skills.
“It’s great experience to have, especially with the
certificate you receive at the end,” he explained.
Two years ago, he was introduced to welding, and
the lab, when it was at Ardmore School. Now a
student at Bonnyville Outreach, Hassan was excited
to try new things in the lab, which was located at
H.E. Bourgoin Middle School from September to
November this year. He decided his final project
would be creating crosses for his parents that they
could hang on necklaces.
Impressed by the finished product, instructor George Berland encouraged Martin to
show his work to the office staff at the school. He quickly received an order for four
more crosses. His creations also caught the attention of a representative from Donna
Gamblin, Service Officer at the Bonnyville Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, who
was at the school for a Remembrance Day ceremony.
“I saw the crosses and I thought it was the most fantastic idea for Christmas for the
veterans,” she said. “It’s the perfect thing to give back to them and their families.”
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She asked Martin to make 30 more crosses that she could give to veterans at a
Christmas dinner she was hosting on December 5. In exchange, she offered to donate
$1,000 to the Trades in Motion Mobile Trades Lab program.
“I was kind of surprised,” said Martin, who was more than willing to use his talents to
make crosses for the veterans. “It’s a good thing I have help.”
That help consisted of several classmates and his teacher, Steven Ripkens, who spent a
morning in the lab creating the crosses. Martin started by cutting out 60 crosses with a
plasma cutter (each finished cross consists of two crosses welded together). Then they
had to grind all of the crosses before welding them, making them nice and shiny, and
putting a clear coat on them.
As a finishing touch, Northern Treasures added Lest We Forget to each cross.
“It is amazing to see how the effect Trades in Motion program has had on our students
expanded beyond our original vision of providing hands-on learning opportunities in the
trades,” said Board Chair Mandi Skogen. “Our students have the opportunity to use the
skills they learn to express their creativity and this has led to some wonderful
collaborations between our schools and our communities, in addition to some fantastic
artwork.”
Northern Lights Public Schools provides a quality public education program with
enhanced learning opportunities to approximately 6,000 students in 27 schools in
northeastern Alberta.
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BACKGROUNDER

Trades in Motion Mobile Trades Lab
A career pathways survey done in
2007-2008 indicated that 65 per cent
of NLSD’s high school students wanted
more trades training opportunities.
Feedback from other stakeholders
during the development of the division’s three-year
strategic plan “It’s About the Future, And It’s About Time,” also indicated the need for more
trades training opportunities.
In addition to providing more options at the high school level, feedback and research showed a
strong need to expose middle school students to the trades and the pathway to pursuing a
trades career.
One of the challenges NLSD faced was a lack of adequate facilities and equipment to provide
the programming. With 5,800 students and 27 schools stretching from Cold Lake to Wandering
River, only a handful of schools had CTS (Career and Technology Studies) facilities that could be
used to teach students things like welding.
In addition to upgrading its high school CTS labs, NLSD looked at alternative ways to provide the
programming that would maximize the number of students who could take part. The solution
was the Trades in Motion Mobile Trades Lab. The lab consists of a trailer that expands to become
a fully-functioning metal fabrication facility, and a supply trailer. It can be used at any of the
division’s middle or high schools, giving all NLSD students access to trades training, despite the
size or location of their school.
Community support for the concept was strong, with several community partners offering
financial assistance and resources to help purchase the mobile lab and develop programming.
The founding partners included the Alberta Motor Dealers’ Association, Canadian Natural
Resources, Devon Canada, Imperial Oil, Kikino Metis Settlement, Kwiksilver, Portage College and
Shell Canada.

Northern Lights also received a three-year grant from the Rural Alberta Development Fund to
help develop programming and share what it had learned with other jurisdictions and
communities in the province. NLSD used the grant to develop curriculum for middle school
students that enhances their orientation to career planning within the trades.
In addition to gaining appreciation for the trades by working in an authentic hands-on
environment with a certified journeyman, the program also covers workplace expectations and
practices, job safety and employability skills. Students also learn what programming
opportunities are available at the high school level that will help prepare them for a career in
the trades, including the Registered Apprenticeship Program.
The Trades in Motion program helps students to see the connection between what they are
learning in schools and their lives after graduation. It also helps build relationships between
students and their future potential employers. Long-term goals for the program include
increasing high school completion rates and increasing the transition rate to post-secondary
institutions.
An unanticipated benefit of the program has been the amazing artwork students have created
using the skills learned in the Mobile Trades Lab. Many NLSD schools have sculptures, signs and
other artwork created by students on display. Barbecue fire pits designed by one group of
students grabbed the attention of the local community, with numerous inquiries made about the
possibility of placing orders for them.
The Mobile Trades Lab provides programming to approximately 400 students per year. It
changes locations throughout the school year, offering programming in at least two, and
sometimes three, different communities. Programming is focused at the middle school level,
however high school and outreach school students are also able to access the lab for a variety
of programming opportunities.
The Mobile Trades Lab is also part of NLSD’s Trades Exposure Program, which offers a variety of
programming at the middle and high school levels that exposes students to careers in the
trades, provides them with skills and experience they need to be employed in the trades after
graduation, and offers them opportunities to pursue certification and dual credit opportunities in
the trades while still in high school.
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